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as far as Chester, where he was forced to halt. From
the house of Dr, Trevor, in the outskirts of that
city, he wrote on the iSth to inform the Queen
and her Lord High Treasurer, that he had been de-
tained there by sickness but that he was sending
his secretary, Edmund Molyneux, to report upon
his affairs, and should proceed on his journey to
London as soon as he was able, bringing with him
the Earl of Clanricarde, whom he had not dared to
leave behind him in Ireland, for fear of his starting
a fresh rebellion.*

Molyneux appears to have been at all times a
faithful friend and servant to Sir Henry Sidney and
the rest of the family; but in the spring Philip had
wrongly suspected him of treachery. Writing to his
father in April, Philip had said : " I must needs im-
pute it to some men about you that there is little
written from you or to you that is not known to your
professed enemies/' On the 3ist of May he wrote
very sharply to Molyneux: "Few words are best.
My letters to my father have come to the ears of
some; neither can I condemn any but you. If It be
so, you have played the very knave with me; and
so I will make you know, if I have good proof of it.
That for so much as is past. For that is to come, I
assure you, before God, that if ever I know you do
so much as read any letter I write to my father
without his commandment or my consent, I will
thrust my dagger into you; and trust to It, for
I speak in earnest/'

* State Papers, Ireland, Elizabeth ; Sir Henry Sidney to
18 September, 1578 ; the same to fturghley, same date.